THE SOUL OF HINDU ART
At this hour when critics speak of India as
if her children had no capacity, no courage, no
political perception, no democratic conscious-
ness, no culture, no civilization worth consider-
ing, it were well if something were known to
young men of the Aryan civilization, so that
they might understand in some measure what
India has achieved and aspired to through the
centuries. None has the right to call himself
educated who does not understand the history
of his own country; and the young man who
would help India at this hour must learn at
once to assimilate the nobler influences of
western life and also understand India's past;
he must, with a passionate loyalty to facts,
study Indian culture and modern India's life
in its many aspects, its possibilities, its failings,
its aspirations towards a better order.
Art is a part of a nation's culture; and I
wish here to interpret some aspects of Hindu
art-consciousness and to indicate,their value for
modern life. And, to start with, it is good to
remember that the Hindu art-consciousness
has not beena static thing; it has passed through